THE PERIODIC LAW.                              375
iations between the vast concourse of facts and ideas called up in the mind by the words composition and reactions must be not only comprehensive and exact, but also imaginative and inexhaustible. Only a man of genius could attain to it.
The future will decide whether the periodic law is the long looked for goal, or only a stage in the journey, a resting-place while material is gathered for the next advance.